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SUBJECT: GOB CLOSES SCHOOLS FOR THE YEAR IN RESPONSE TO 
TEACHER STRIKE 

1. SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED NATIONWIDE BY GOB DECREE. STUDENTS 
WITH SOME EXCEPTIONS ARE AUTOMATICALLY PROMTED TO THE NEXT 
HIGHER GRADE. HIGHER EDUCATION SUCH AS THE UNIVERSITIES 

AND NORMAL SCHOOLS ARE NOT AFFECTED. SPOKESMEN FOR THE GOB 
STATED THAT THE CLOSING WAS DUE TO THE INTRASNIGENCE OF 
STRIKING LA PAZ TEACHERS AND THAT THE TEACHERS STRIKE 
WAS INITIATED AND MAINTAINED WITH POLITICAL AND SUBVERSIVE 
INTENT. 

2. THE RANK AND FILE COMMITTEE REPRESENTING STRIKING TEACHERS 
CALLED A MEETING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LA PAZ FOR THE MORNING 
OF OCTOBER 4 IN COLLABORATION WITH ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTING 
STUDENTS OF THE UMSA, THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY, THE NORMAL 
SCHOOL AND THE SECONDARY SCHOOLS. POLICE BROKE UP THE 
ASSEMBLY WITH TEAR GAS. 300 DEMONSTRATORS WERE REPORTEDLY 
ARRESTED AND 3 INJURED BY GUN FIRE. 

3. THE MINERS FEDERATION CALLED AT 24 HOUR STRIKE ON SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 5 TO PROTECT THE CLOSING OF THE SCHOOLS. THE MINERS 
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FOR COMIBOL SCHOOLS SO THAT THEY MIGHT REMAIN OPEN TUNTIL 
THE NORMAL END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR (APPROXIMATELY MID- 
NOVEMBER). 

4. COMMENT: THE GOB DECISION WAS PROMPTED BY THE EFFECTIVE- 
NESS OF THE LA PAZ TEACHERS STRIKE, THE FAILURE OF RECENT 
HARD LINE TACTICS TO WEAKEN THE STRIKE AND THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT THE STRIKE MIGHT SPTREAD TO TEACHERS IN OTHER AREAS 
BOTH URBAN AND RURAL. WITH THE SCHOOLS CLOSED THE TEACHERS 
ABILITY TO PRESSURE THE GOVERNMENT IS REDUCED SIGNIFICANTLY. 
SYMPATHY STRIKES BY UNIONS FRIENDLY TO THE TEACHERS 
SUCH AS THAT OF THE MINERS ARE POSSIBLE. STUDENT AND 
TEACHER ASSEMBLIES AND STREET DEMONSTRATIONS OFFER ANOTHER 
TOOL FOR PRESSURING THE GOB. WHILE TEACHERS MIGHT NOT CONFRONT 
POLICE IN THE STREETS, THEIR STUDENT ALLIES MIGHT AND 
RESULTING CLASHES COULD CONTRIBUTE TO INCREASING PUBLIC 
TENSION. 
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